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Med student molested,
robbed in Bhopal hostel

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Bhopal: A sweaty hand on her
mouth, a screwdriver digging
intoherneck, anda chillingvoi-
ce that said “take off your clot-
hes”. Itwashorroratdawn fora
medical student in the suppo-
~ sedsafety of her hostel room at
~ Gandhi Medical College on Sa-
WI turday Showing great courage,
~ she reacted with fight and not
. fright, and kicked the intruder.
~ As he fell backwards, off her
- bed, the MBBS student snat-
ched his 18-inch screwdriver
and rushed towards the door,
~ screamingfor help. Stunned by
~ her fightback, the intruder
escaped.
, News of the hostel break-in
- spread like wildfire and hund-
- reds of medical students laun-
ched a protest, demanding bet-
ter security Strangely; police
“have filed a case of only theft,
- though the 27-year-old woman

teracase. What’stosay it wasn’t
the same criminal who retur-
ned, thistime bolder?

GMC students are furious
because this is the 10th theft at
thegirls’ hostel in ayear; and se-
cond in two days. On Friday, a
mobile phone and laptop were
stolen from a student’s room on
thefourthfloor.

Thenightmare on Saturday
took place in a second-floor ro-
om, where the woman lived alo-
ne. She told TOI that around
5.30am, her sleepwasbrokenby
a noise.“It sounded very close,
like someone were in my room.
Suddenly, someone clamped
hishandonmymouthandputa
screwdriver against my neck,”
she said. Unknown to her, he
had already stolen the money
and phonesfrom her purse.

“Irequested him to take the
valuables and leave, buthe thre-
atened to kill me and told me to
disrobe,” she said. “That’s
whenIdecided tofight.”

She kicked him, snatched
the screwdriver and ran to-
wards the door. The attacker le-
apt out of the sliding window
that he had forced open during
the break-in and escaped.She

and other boardersapproached
Koh-e-Fiza police station, whe-
rethecopsallegedly didnotgive
them even a proper hearing at
first, she told TOI. When mem-
bersof Junior Doctors Associa-
tion (JUDA)mounted pressure,
police registered a simple case
of house trespass and theft in-
stead of molestation andloot.

Asked why police didn’t file
a case of molestation, DIG Irs-
had Wali told TOI that the wo-
mandidnotsay anything about
sexual assault in the FIR. He,
however, admitted that it was
lootandnotmeretheft, andrele-
vant chargesarebeingaddedto
the FIR. The woman, however;
told TOI that she had informed
police about the molestation,
but the cops “focused on theft,
and did not mention molesta-
tion in the FIR”. “T'wo months
ago, there was a theft in my ro-
om but police did not register a
case. I havea copy of that comp-
laint, with sealand stampof the
police station,” shesaid.

DIG Wali said that if thefts
arefrequentatthe hostel, despi-
te having private security, then
the hospital should “pay atten-
tiontothematter”.




