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IITs to now offer joint
PhD programmes
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NEW DELHI: Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) have decided
to offer joint doctorate courses,
allowinga student to pursuepart
of the course at one IIT and the
other partinanother.

Theelite engineering schools
feel that sucha move will foster
collaborativeresearchand utili-
zation of advanced research
infrastructure amongIITs.

Through joint PhDs, it is pos-
sible to carry out high quality
collaborative research work by
taking advantage of expertise
and excellent infrastructure
availableatboth institutions. At
present, IITs have joint degree
programs of PhD mainly with
foreign universities.

Herearefive key components
of the initiative:

1)TwoIITs may enterintoan
agreement to offer joint PhDsin
mutually agreeable areas of
research.

Students interested will be
first selected to the PhD pro-
grammes at either institute fol-
lowing selection procedures.
The instituteat whichastudent
initially joins the PhD pro-
gramme willbe called the Home
Institute, while the other willbe
thePartner Institute.

2)Students will complete the
requisite course workand com-
prehensive examination as per
the rules of the home institute.
Each student of joint PhD pro-
gramme will have at least two
thesis supervisors (advisors/
guides).

The thesis sunervisor at the

home institute will be the pri-
mary supervisor ofthe student,
while the one from the partner
institute will be the co-supervi-
sor.

3) A doctoral Committee (or
equivalent) will besetupfor each
studentto monitortheresearch
progresstill the thesisis submit-
ted.

Thestudents will follow home
institute regulations for moni-
toring their research progress,
submission of synopsis, and sub-
mission &evaluation of the the-
Sis.

4) The students of the joint
PhD programme is required to
spendaminimumone year (two
semesters) at the partner insti-
tute working, under thesupervi-
sion of the co-supervisor.

During the period of stay at
homeinstitute, students will pay
semester fee, including tuition
fee and hostel fee as per the fee
structureof the home or partner
institute.

Eachstudent ofjoint PhD pro-
gramme will beentitled tofinan-
cial assistance, scholarship as
perrules.

5) The joint PhD candidate,
post completion of the degree,
will be awarded a single degree
certificate with the signatures
and stamps of both the institutes.
Theformat of the degree certifi-
cate will be jointly finalized by
the twoinstitutes.

Itmeans, both theIITs willbe
free togivetwo separate degree
certificates, but the degree certif-
icates mustindicate unambigu-
ously that the degree is being
awardedjointly with thepartner
IIT for the same thesis.




