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In a big relief to students
simultaneously striving
attempting to be an entrepre-
neur, the: HRD Ministry has
directed all engineering col-
leges and technical institutions
to allow student entrepreneurs
to sit for examination even if
their attendance is short.
The decision by the HRD
Ministry's technical education
regulator - All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
- has been taken to encourage
more students to take up
research and innovation to
turn into entrepreneurs and
build a culture of ultimately
‘becoming job givers than job
seekers.
~ Official sources said the
 colleges have also been asked to
explore provisions of on-cam-
| pus accommodation to student
_entrepreneurs and permitting
emester break for working on
 their startups.
. 'Student entrepreneurs
|
]
!

should be allowed to sit for the
examination, even if their
 attendance is less than the
linimum permissible per-
ntage, with due permission
m the institute. The insti-
ions should allow their stu-
 t0 take a semester or year
r even more depending
he decision of review
tee constituted by the
work on their star-
i

short attendance to sit for exams:
AICTE to engineering colleges

committee for review of start-
up by students, and based on
the progress made, it may con-

sider giving appropriate cred-

its for academics,’ the official
said. "The institutes should
explore provision of accom-
modation to the entrepreneurs
within the campus for some
period of time,” he added.
According to the council,
for strengthening the innova-
tion funnel of the institute,
access to financing must be
opened for the potential entre-
preneurs, "The institute should
link their startups and compa-
nies with wider entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem and by providing
support to students who show |
potential, in pre-startup phase.
Connecting student entrepre-
neurs with real life entrepre-
neurs will help the students in
understanding real challenges
which may be faced by them
while going through the inno-
vation funnel and will increase
the probability of success,’ the
official said. :
The steps comes few days
after HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank had stated
higher education institutions,
including the II'Ts and NITs,
should encourage research for
development of such products
and techniques which can be
commercialised as it will help
contribute to the economy.
'Innovation is the most
important requirement in
building a new nation as it will
not only explore talent but
also improve the economy by
creating new employment
opportunities,” the HRD min-

d ister said at the Ministry's

~Innovation Cell Festival last
month that had showcased

ore than 70 top students
on from across the





