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wo months on, collieges reopenin
ashmir, but students stay away

e

SRINAGAR : Majority of students
preferred tostay away from col-
leges and universities which
were throw open on Wednesday
afteragap of over 2months.

The Jammu and Kashmir
administration had ordered all
colleges and higher educational
institutionsinthe Valley to open
by or before October 9, 66 days
after they were closed when the
Centrerevoked thespecial status
of Jammu and Kashmir and put
theregionunderasecuritylock-
down.

However, evenafter over two
months since the abrogation of
Article370, theattendanceofstu-
dentsremained almostzeroin the
few educational institutions that
had opened.

While small groupsofstudents
were seen visiting the city col-
leges for study material and sylla-
bus, most of them stayed away
fromattending the classes.

‘CAME TO COLLECT
STUDY MATERIAL’

Security personnel stationed out-
side a prominent government
institution, S P College, were
allowing students to enter after
checking their identity cards.
Dust had settledon the benchesin
the empty classrooms whilerust
had started toeatthe equipments
inthesciencelabs.

“I came here to collect the
study material and not toattend
classes. Theteacherstold us that
the classescanonlystartonce the
situation turnsnormal, ”asecond
semester chemistry student said.

Though the restrictions have
been eased across Kashmir, a

August 5.

spontaneous shutdown against
the government’s decision con-
tinuesin the Valley. The mobile
calls and internet services are
stillblocked.

Atthe Government College for
Women, MA Road, the gates
remainedlocked frominsideand
only students and their accompa-
nying parents were allowed to
enterthe premises.

“Wegot somestudy material in
our pen drives which has been
prepared by our teachers. Even
though classes have been sus-
pended for the past 66 days, we
weretold thatexamswillbeheld.
Soweare goingto prepareforour

examinations,” said a group of
forthsemester homescience stu-
dents.

Another fifth semester arts
student said they were told to
start studyingfor thenext semes-
ter as well. “We presume that
they (university administration)
will take the exams of the two
semesterstogether,” shesaid.

STAFF REPORTS TO
WORK

A senior professor of Kashmir
University said the staff at the
varsity has been coming to the
institution but students have
mostly stayed away. “Even
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though there was anincreasein
deployment of security forces
around the universitytoday, the
students stayed away once
again,” hesaid.

So far the government's
attempt to reopen schools and
higher secondary schoolshasnot
succeeded in getting students to
attend classes. Parents say they
don'twant to put the lives of their
childrenat stakeamid shutdown
and communication blackoutin
most parts of the Valley.

Like primary, middleand high
schools, majority of thestudents
ofhighersecondary schoolshad
remained away from attending

Majority of them were seen visiting the institutions to collect study material for the semester

classes in institutions which
were opened last week on Octo-
ber3.

OnAugust 19, thegovernment
had opened the primary schools
inall theareas whererestrictions
wereremoved.

‘Two dayslater,middle schools
werealso thrown open but most
of parentsavoided sending their
wards toschools.

Though teachers visit to the
schools, most of which, including
top private ones, continue to
remain closed owing toabsence of
students. Schools have also
shown reluctance in operating
their buses as public transport
hasbeenofftheroads. However,
privatetransportcontinuestoply
inmostparts of the Valley.

Kashmir divisional commis-
sioner Baseer Khan has asked
school authorities not to charge
tuitionandbus fees from the par-
ents for themonthsof Augustand
September.

Accordingtoofficials, restric-
tionshavebeen removedinmost
ofthe police stationsin Kashmir
and attendance in the schools
haveimprovedsince the schools
werereopened. Butthey have not
given figures to support their
claims.

Meanwhile shutdown contin-
ued in Kashmir for 66th day as
shops, businesses and markets
were closed while public trans-
portremainedofftheroads. Pri-
vatevehicles and autos were seen
plyinginmany parts of the Srina-
gar city. Whilelandline teleph-
ony serviceshave been restored
across the valley, mobile tele-
phone services in most parts of
Kashmirandallinternetservices
continue to remain suspended
since5 August.




