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Govt to promote STEM education
among girls through ‘Vigyan Jyoti’

New Delhi: Alarmed by the low
percentage of womenin Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics(STEM), the Centre
has planned a programmeto help
girlstudentsinculcate interestin
theseareasandalso fund themif
theygetintoany topinstitute for
pursuing these underrepre-
sented subjects, officials said on
Sunday.

Theprogramme ‘Vigyan Jyoti’
aimstotap100girlstudentsin550
districts from 2020-2025, the offi-
cials said. The students will be
chosenbased on their percentile,
they added.

The initiative is likely to be
launched by the end of this
month, Sanjiv Mishra, Scientist
with the Department of Science
and Technology (DST), said.
Mishra is overseeing the pro-
gramme.

Data compiled by the DST
showsthatfemalescomprised 24
per cent of the total pas-out stu-

dents in STEM subjects in engi-
neering, 22 per cent at the post
graduate level, 28 per cent at M
Phil and 35 per cent at the PhD
level.

DST Secretary Ashutosh
Sharma told PTI that the pro-
gramme would include holding
science camps for the girl stu-
dents in nearby II'Ts, NITs and
nationallaboratories.

“It will give them the experi-
enceof whatitfeelslikebeing on
acampusofapremiereinstitute
in terms of culture, motivation,
interaction with scientists,” he
said.

The programme will cover girl
students from grade 9 to 12,
Sharma said.

“Ifyoulook atthe underrepre-
sented areas for girls, they are
engineering, mathematics, theo-
retical sciences, physicstosome
extent,” hesaid.

Sharma said thereare only 10
percentofgirlsinthellTsand the
number has remained staticover
theyears.

“So, weneed a differentkind of

interventioninorder toboost the
numbers. They (girlstudents)dc
notseetherolemodelandleader-
shipin theseareasand all of this
hastobeaddressed,” hesaid.

The programme also has
financial dimension. The girls
will be given a modest financial
incentive to cover their addi-
tional expense like travel ta
camps.

“Italso guarantees that ifthe
girl gets into an underrepre-
sentedarealike theIITthen they
would receive a fellowship,”
Sharmaadded. The programme,
hesaid, wouldalsoinclude coun-
sellingtheparents of the girl stu-
dents. This will assuage their con-
cernsofgettingintoan underrep-
resented area, Sharmaadded.

‘The programme envisagesstu-
dents’ interactions with top
women leadersinthearea ofsci-
enceand technology, corporate
world, universities and topinsti-
tutelikethe DRDO.

This, Sharma said, can help
them gain confidence to make a
markintheseareas.




