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EXTINCTION REBELLION PROTESTS

400 scientists endorse mass civil disobedience to force climate action

REUTERS
LONDON,OCTOBER 13

AMOSTA00 scientists have -
tonedaciildsobedience cam-
i aimed at forcing govern-
s to take rapid action to

tionraditonally associted with
scatematosicwihpeachi
protesters courtng ares rom
Amsterdam o Meboure:
‘Wearing whit laboratory
coatstosymbolis theresearch
credentials. a groupof about 20
ofthe signatories gathered on
Satuday oread outthetextout-
side_London's_century-old
Science Museumin the iy sup-
market Kensington district.
“Webelieve that the contin-
ued govermmentainactonaver
the climate and ecologicalrss

‘now ustifies peaceful and non-
violentprotestand directaction,
even if this goes beyond the
boundsof the urrent law " said
Emily Grossman, a science
broadcaster with 3 PhD in mo-
lecularbiology. She readthe dec-
acation on behalfof the group.

“Wethereforesupportthose
Who are ising up peacefully

portionatelytothe scale of the
crsis” shesaid.
“The dectaration was coordi-

nated by a group o scentists
who support _Extinction
Rebellion,a vl disobedience:
‘campaign thatformed n Bricain
ayear agoand hassince sparked
offshootsin dazensof countres.
“The group launched a fesh
waveofntemationalactons on
Monday,amin to get govern-
ments to address an ecological
crsis caused by cimate change:
and accelerating extinctions of
plant and animal species.
Atwtalof 307 volunteershad
since been arrested at various

ing to the group's tally. More
progestsinthiskaestvave aredue-
inthe coming days.

‘While many scentists have
shunned overt political debate.
fearingthat being percevedasac-

tivists might undermine their
chims oobjectiviy,the 395.2c2-

emics who hadsigned the dec-

‘nowsogreatthat many sentists
feel,as humans. that we now
have amoral duty o take adical
action” Grossman told Reuters.
Other signatories included
several who contrbuted tothe
UN-backed Itergovernmental
Panelon Clmate Crange, which
has produced aseriesofreports




