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Trio win Nobel Prize in Physics

Stockholm: A Canadian-
American cosmologist and
two Swissscientists won this
year’s Nobel Prize in Physics
on Tuesday for their work in
understanding how the uni-
verse has evolved from the
Big Bang, and the Earth’s
place in it — and for the
blockbuster discovery of a
first planet outside our solar
system.

Canadian-born James
Peebles, 84, of Princeton
University, was credited for
“theoretical discoveries in
physical cosmology” and
Switzerland’s Michel May-
or, 77,and Didier Queloz, 53,
each from the University of
Geneva, were honoured for
discovering “an exoplanet
orbiting a solar-type star”,
said Professor Goran Hans-

son, secretary general of
the Royal Swedish Acade-
my of Sciences.

Peebles, hailed as one of
the most influential cosmo-
logists of his time, will col-
lect one half of the 9-mil-
lion kronor ($918,000) cash
award, and the Swiss men
will share the other half.
The Nobel committee said
Peebles’ theoreti-
cal framework

about the cosmos
amounted to “the
foundation of our
modern under-
standing of the
universe’s histo-
ry, from the Big
Bang to the pre-
sentday”.

His work set the stage
for a “transformation” of
cosmology over the last
half-century, using theore-
tical tools and calculations
that helped interpret traces
from the infancy of the uni-
verse, the committee said.
Peebles isthe Albert Einste-
in Professor of Science at
Princeton.

Mayor and Queloz were
credited having “started 2
revolution in astronomy”
notably with the discovery
of exoplanet 51 PegasiB. 2
gaseous ball com| y
with Jupiter, in 1985 —at
me when, as Mayor recalled
__ that “no one knew whet:
her exoplanets existed Of
not”. A




