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Curriculum advises d;.,alnst tests

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ

NEW DELHI

Children between the ages
of three and six years should
be taught in their own moth-
er tongues, with a focus on
learning through play in-
stead of being subjected to
rote learning, tests and ex-
aminations, according to
the first-ever preschool cur-
riculum released by the Na-
tional Council of Education-
al Research and Training
(NCERT) on Monday.

The draft National Educa-
tion Policy has recommend-
ed that the Right to Educa-
tion Act be extended to
students in the three years
of preschool before Class 1.

It also proposed that the
NCERT develop a curricular
and pedagogical framework
for  early , childhood
education.

All pre-schools
The NCERT’s new curricu-
lum is aimed at all pre-

schoLe;gc_am._deﬁmd—
a3 the education of 3 to 6-

year-olds, whether at an-

ganwadis, nursery schools,
kindergartens, playschools
or Montessori schools.

The draft educatlon policy
had proposed a curriculum
for early education.

“Too often, we have seen
that Class 1 is being extend-
ed into preschool, with chil-
dren forced to recite the al-
phabet by rote or memorise
lessons in a language they
barely understand,” NCERT
Director Hrushikesh Sena-
paty told The Hindu.

“What they need is a fo-
cus on strengthening emo-
tional ‘and social stability.
We hope this is useful to
States. None of this is bind-
ing right now...It is flexible,
but the basic principles

should not be
compromised.”




