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Encash your love for science

USHA ALBUQUERQUE

The pursuit of science as a subject of
study in India is huge. Not only
because many hold the conserva-
tive viewthat science is the best
subject and highest in value,
but also because the two
most coveted career
options in the country,
engineering and medi-
cine require a back-
ground study of sci-
ence. Adding further
polish to the shining
aura around  the
study of science has
been the introduc-
tion of a national lev-

el competitive exam

to identify and recog-
nise students with
high intellect and aca-
demic talent — first
introduced for science

subjects alone.
The National Talent
Search Examination (NTSE)

a National-Level Scholarship
Programme at the Secondary
School level was established by the
Government of India in 1961 with a
view to bringing about qualitative
improvement in school education. The
National Coundil of Education Research
and Training which was set up at the
time conducted _the National Science
Talent Search (NSTS) Scheme, to find
out the talented students in science and.
avard them with scholarships.

But over the years with the many
changes in the educational system and the
introduction of the 10+2+ 3 pattem of
school education, the NSTS underwent a
change. It wasrenamed the National Talent
Search Examination (NTSE) togive impor-
tance 1 all subjects including social sci-
encesinaddition to the sciences, engineer-
ing and medicine. The purpose of the
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Practice for competitive exams

TheNationalToentSearchexam has gven areat boost
foraising eucational eves i the country. Basides
the scholarship fee which though madest, Is
extremelyprestigious, those who qualfyfrthe
scholarship gan bth n corfidence, roput

tion and several educational benefs.
Whil the preparation forth exam enables
“© stuenss o ndersond the concepts
befind much of el sy mate, te
‘am process aso becomes 2 good
sty practce for other compettve
vt eams. There ar ko advrtages
* ‘When aping 0 collees and igher
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Tips

to crack

he
prference to candidates who have
qualfed inthe eam, s aofor gov
‘omment jobs and government oam
inteniens. Even oreign rstiuteshave
begintorecogizethevakseofthisexam
asatteraforselecton of st Add
toraly al those appeating fo the NTSE
benefitfom the igourof study preparatn,
andthecosoicatonofieamingandconosp-
‘wal knowledge and an opportuny o bench-
markyourabifesagirs the best inthe county.
Soifyou are a ighachieve and e pregaring o
entethis workd ofsupedrlaringit s imporantto
pofsh up yourexam pregaraion ve the next
couplel wesks. ently your srengths and
Weaknesses - manoeunre them effectvely
‘andyouwilberacingaheadtovicon!
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Pattern

‘The witen examinatonconsists oftwo paper: Papr-Men-
1ol Abity Test (MAT) and Paper - Scholati Attue Test
(SAT. Bothtestsareadministered onthe same day Thewis
oprescrbed slabus fo the NTS examination,which con-
o othe cass X &X level o theschool boarcs. Mental
Ay Testcorsissof 100 mutplecholceype questins o
one mark eachwith four feratives answers The Schois-
i Apiude Tstals hs 100 muitplechokce questions —
40from Sence, 40 fom Socal Scnce and20 fom Math-
ematcs. Astudentcan taketh estin Eglsh orinseveral

students by
the end of Class X and help them with
financial assistance towards developing
their talentand continuing their education.

The NTSE scheme devised for Indian
students only, is conducted every year at
two levels. The objective of the two-tier
examination is to identify the talented
students who have a special aptitude for
Sciences, Mathematics, and the Social
Sciences. The Stage-1 is the state level
exam conducted by the States/Union
Territories to identify and recommend
students eligible to take up the National
level exam. Stage IT s the national level
exam conducted by NCERT

The state-level screening examination
is conducted in all State/UTs on the
first Sunday of November except in
Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar
Island, Meghalaya and Mizoram where
is conducted on first Saturday of
November every year.

butmustmention
hetestapplicaion orm.For moredetalscheckout thesep-
arato ooklet calldLsar about the estcontaiing sam-
Plitems forboth e testsavalablonprrtas vellas nthe
NCERT webste wwwncertricin

Forwhom

Allstudents studyinginrecognisedschooisin Class Xare.
eigiblofor appearinginthe tostand ar required tohave
obtained 60 per cent marks inthei Class X final exam.
SC, ST and PH category candidates gt a relaxation of 5
per cent. Students registered under Open Distance

Leaming are also eligible to sit for the exam If they are. ’,

s thoags ot 5years aomn iy omesearorse. WHAL's on offer

] SpihDpioaT Under the present scheme amonthly scholarsip of 12501 gven to NTSE
oSzl gy humantie, iearts anguages,

Lvel Talet Search examination by Jaary/ February of
theolowingyearand recommend the successilcand
dates for thesecond evel TS examinaton conductd ty
1o NCERT. Everyyear mor than 3lakhstudents apear for
e examofwhich 4,000 tudents e rormaly shotted

commerce, o vocaional studes i Ciass Xl and XI. The schlarshp amount

Isinorasedto¥2000per morthatundergaduatelevel, ando D studerts.

n accordance with UGC nors. Candidates studying n Sciencs, Socal S

ences, Humanites, Languages Commerce, ocational stues and fiearts
PO

NTSE

VUAY GARG

Every exam hasits own strat-
egy to select the best stu-
dents, 50 it becomes all the
more important that a stu-
dent must under this strate-
gy and perform accordingly.
The following points will
help a student give hisher
best performance on the

NTSE Exam day.

1 synchronise your class X

e pson MAATEE 4 Regular practice and revision

Before coming into the You may have prepared very well for NTSE, howeve, it is important
preparation mode for NTSE,  practiceregularly and revise topics. Also, ifoneisregular at revising and
you must have darity about  practicing the chapters you develop a good command on your speed.
the NTSE syllabus and you and accuracy while solving NTSE questions. With clear concepts and

should syncitwithyour Class
X studies. This ensures that
your NTSE _preparation
moves according to what
the exam demands and you
donot have to put an extra
effort for NTSE prepara-
tion. Your efforts will be in

tme management, you ensure asgnificant rank on NTSE meritis.

tions under the limited time
frame they have for NTSE
preparation. Candidates
can then utilise their
strength and make a strat-

4 solving previous year
s'papers.

Toevaluate the level of your
Ppreparation, it is important
to solve more and more pre-

the right direction. egy toimprove theirweak- vious year NISE test

nesses during the NTSE papers. You will be able to
2 Know your strengths preparation. identify areas you are weak
and weaknesses and work out your prepara-
Before beginning prepara- 3 Study material/tralning tion plan for_improving
tion for NTSE Stage I exam, ~ for preparation upon them. In the last two
the candidates must know  When you think ofpreparing  weeks of your preparation,
about their existing level of for an cxam like NTSE, itis you should put special
preparedness for the NTSE  better to have clear concepts  emphasis on previous year
exam. For this the candi- and build the right exam papers to give your best

dates need to check the last
years' NTSE papers, and
they can evaluate where
they stand Simultaneously,
they can analyse ~their
strengths and weaknesses
based on their existing pre-
paredness and the required
NTSE preparation. This will

temperament. 1t is impor-
tant to have proper training
to appear for NTSE as mere-
ly solving NCERT problems
may not help. A systematic
approach and proper guid-
ance is necessary to clear
the two stages of NTSE
Exam. Having clarity ofcon-

efforts in the remaining
timeframe before NTSE
exam. While solving a set of
old test papers, you get
accustomed to the type of
questions asked in NTSE.
You need not worry about
any kind of surprise ele-
‘ment during the exam.

forthe Natonallevel NTSE and fraly 1,000 are awarded

help the decide ~cepts and improving your T witer s Prncpal Got Gl

75 such as medine, engineerig andlaw,

areelighleto eceive the scholaship up othesecond dgree evel
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how much they
have to give to various sec-

problem solving ability will
help you ace NTSE.
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