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Maradu builders' Chennai office raided

Th]S follows searches in Kochi: hunt on for accused government employee

Orders passed on 58 petitions

STAFF REPORTER
KOCHI1

The Crime Branch, probing
the illegal construction of
apartment complexes in Ma-

¢ “radu in Kochi in violation of

Coastal Regulation Zone
(CRZ) norms, conducted
raids at the head office of

Jain Housing and Construc-

tion Limited, one of the ac-
cused builders, in Chennai
on Friday.

The offices of the builder
in Kochi had already been
searched by the Crime
Branch and important docu-
ments seized before expand-
ing the net to Chennai where
the company is based.

“At the moment, we are
focussing on the builders
rather than the local body of-
ficials who connived with
them Once the builders are

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
The K. Balakrishnan Nair
Committee appointed to
oversee the payment of
compensation to Maradu
apartment owners passed
orders on 58 out of 143
claim petitions on Friday.

The total compensation
for 58 owners determined
by the committee was about
%10.22 crore.

Only seven of the 58

turn our focus to the local
body officials and even polit-
icians who are at fault,” said
a top official.

However, the team prob-
ing the case continues to be
on the hunt for Jayaram

owners were awarded the
%25 lakh compensation as
directed by the Supreme
Court. -

The interim
compensation is being fixed
on the basis of the price of
the property mentioned in
the sale deed.

The flat owners will be
compensated the actual
amount paid to the builder
as shown in the sale deed or
25 lakh, whichever is less.

Naik, who was the UD Clerk
in Maradu panchayat when
the permit for construction
of the apartment complexes
was issued.

His Mr Naik’s name fi-
gured as fourth accused in

the remand report submit-
ted by the Crime Branch be-
fore the vigilance court at
Muvattupuzha where the
three persons arrested in
connection with the case
were produced on Wednes-
day.

Sani Francis, director of
Holy Faith Builders and De-
velopers Private Limited,
one of the four builders on
the dock; and Mohammed
Ashraf and P.E. Joseph, who
were the secretary and the
junior superintendent res-
pectively of the then Maradu
panchayat, when the per-
mits were granted for the il-
legal constructions, were ar-
rested on Tuesday.

The Crime Branch is ex-
pected to get custody of the
arrested persons on Satur-
day for further
interrogation.





