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UGC to penalise
medical, dental
colleges charging
capitation fee

NEWDELHI: The country’shigher
education regulator, the Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGC),
issettointroduceregulations to
curb the practice of charging
capitation fee or any other form
of profiteering by private
deemed universities in profes-
sionaleducation, agovernment
official saidon condition of ano-
nymity.

Following this, private
deemed medical and dental col-
leges will face action including
penaltiesfor charging capitation
fees, the official said.

“The UGCis planning to cre-
atearegulatory mechanism for
deemed varsities providing pro-
fessional education. This will
ensure that students do not
secure admission through
money power alone,” the official
said. Capitation fee referstothe
amount charged in excessof the
prescribed fees to grant admis-
sion to someone whomaynotbe
deservinga seat. wP12
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NEWDELHI: The country’s higher
education regulator, the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC), is set to introduce regu-
lations to curb the practice of
charging capitation fee or any
other form of profiteering by
private deemed universities in
professional education, a gov-
ernment official said on condi-
tion ofanonymity.

Following this private
deemed medical and dental col-
leges will face action including
penalties for charging capita-
tion fees from students seeking
admissions, the official said.

“The UGCis planningtocre-

atearegulatory mechanism for
deemed varsities providing pro-
fessional education. This will
ensure that students do not
secure admission through
money poweralone,” the official
said.

Capitation fee refers to the
amount charged in cash or kind
in excess of the prescribed or
approved fees to grant admis-
sion to someone who may not
otherwise be deserving a
seat.

The UGC had appointed a
committee todraft thefee regu-
lation norms for self-financed
deemed universities formedical
or dental courses following a
direction by the Madras high
court, anofficial of the commis-

sion said on condition of ano-
nymity.

The court had directed the
UGC to constitute a committee
toregulate thefee chargeable by
self-financed deemed varsities
for medical or dental courses
after consulting stakeholders.

“The commission had formed
acommiittee which finalised the
draftfor theregulations forden-
tal and medical education
imparted by private aided and
unaided institutions which are
deemed varsities. While thereis
a system of fee regulation for
other colleges, there was none

for private medical and dental
collegesin the deemed category.
The guidelines were recently
put before the commission
which has accepted them,”
another senior official said.

“The suggestions of the com-
mittee, however, may soon be
brought into public domain for
stakeholder consultation. Once,
they are finalised, the UGC
(Feesinprofessional education
imparted by private aided and
unaided institutions deemed to
be universities) Regulations,
2019, will be notified,” the offi-
cial said.




