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Needfor change in PU governing mechanism

KARAN SINGH VINAYAK

ANJAB University is
one of the most sea-
soned, prestigious
and renowned uni-

versities in the country. Its

fame is global and has an
illustrious history of produc-
ing several renowned person-
alities. Its strongest asset is
highly experienced faculty
and extensive research car-
ried out over the years. How-
ever, continuous downward
trend in various rankings,
every-otherday disruptions
in the Senate and student

politics have implanted a

notion about. its declining

education,  sports  and
research standards.

Despite praiseworthy and
appreciable  accomplish-
ments, it has repeatedly
failed to compete with world-
dlass institutes — nationally
aswellas globally.

1t fizzled to survive in the
top 1000 institutes in the
Quacquarelli Symonds (@S)
World University Rankings.
1t has also slipped positions
in the 2020 Times Higher
Education (THE) rankings.
Moreover,ithasbeen facinga
grim  finandial problems.
Political interventions, Sen-
ate infightings and students
parties losing appeal have
added to favouritism and
populism. Recently, it wit-
nessed  Senate-administra-

tiveclashes and student rhet-
oric filled with secessionist
namative. The mainstream
politics has been prima facie
influencing and covertly
tampering with the univer-
sity affairs through Senate
and student political organ-
isations.

I revamp the overall func-
fioning of the university and
upgrade its academic stan-
dards, it is imperative to con-
sider two critical and funda-
mental aspects associated
vith its working. Primarily,
the PU has to necessarily re-
think the mechanism of gov-

erning bodies — Senate and
Syndicate. Underlying caus-
esforitsineffectiveness,non-
streamlined working culture,
nepotism and polifical inter-
ference are the decisions tak-
en by the Senate and Syndi-
cate over years. Many vital
positions dealing with day-to-
day functioning are given to
those with backing of influ-
ential individuals., Crucial
decisions have failed to get.
implemented in a stipulated
time — they get delayed,
diluted or suceumbed to any
logical conclusion because of
the multiple power centres

and personal interests of the
‘governing body members.
The Senate and the Syndi-
cate are marred by political
affiliations and multi-polar
power centres, Therefore, in
‘my view, invoking best inter-
ests of the university, Senate
system must be abrogated. It
seems essential to prevent
‘monopoly, ~ administrative-
executive clashes and unjus-
tified political interventions.
Most of the universities have
now removed this kind of
functioning for _effective
working and implementing
stringent norms or necessari-

Iy required reforms. Such ini-
tiatives certainly face brazen
opposition and resistances,
butyield better resuls inthe
long run. Secondly, the Gov-
ernment of India needs to
extend Central status to the
university so that it could
receive direct funding from
the Centre, thus solving its
financial woes. Al stakehold-
ers must urge the Centre to
take an initiative in this
regard. Currently, the univer-
sity expenditure is being
shared by the Centre and the
‘Punjab Government. Manya
time, uncertain delay in the

Several
universities have
now removed
Senate-like
functioning bodies
foreffective
working and
implementing
stringent norms or

required reforms.

<<Despte praiseworthy
‘accomplishments, the PU has.
repeatedlyfailed to compete
with world-class institutes due
topolitical interference.

release of grant by the latter
has left the university in
lurch. Public education sec-
tor in Punjab has been
pushed to the edge. The gov-
ernment and government
aided-institutes have nearly
collapsed due to severe
scarcity of grants, adverse
policies and irrelevant deci-
sions which mostly favor the
private lobby. When it is hard
for the Punjab to manage its
own education system, it
would be better if the PU is
either selfreliant or is solely
dependent on the Centre for
financial support.
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