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‘Ergonomics important in defence equipment’

JALANDHAR, NOVEMBER S
‘Athree day multi-disciplinary
conference began at Dr B R
Ambedkar National Institute
of Technology here on Friday.
The conference fitled
environment” is being organ-
ised under the aegis of Indian
Society of Ergonomics (ISE)
International  Ergonomics
Association (IEA) and will be
based on productivity with
health, safety and environ-
‘ment in industry and society.
The field of ergonomics
intends to economise human
efforts and design the work
place and work environment.
as perthe capabilitiesand lim-
itations of human being
‘wherein three Ps of productiv-
ity, preventionand profession-
alismareall embraced.
Conference_organisers Dr
Arvind Bhardwaj and Dr LP

Singh elaborated that 15 key
note lectures, 20 lead lectures:
and 200 abstracts were
received with more than 150
empirical papers.

Prof LK Awasthi, Director,
NIT Jalandhar, lauded the
efforts put in by the Dr LP
Singh and Prof Arvind Bhard-
waj along with faculty of
Industral  Engineering
Department for_organising
such an international confer-
ence and said that this confer-
ence would g0 a long way in
suggesting ways and means
for tackling the current issues
concemning  environmental
degradationand health/safety
issues arising from the new
technologies being adopted.
He gave example how simple
posture problem can degrade
the output of an individual
largely and reduce his efficien-
cyto almost zero.

Prof Awasthi lauded the
inputs given by business-
woman Dr Kamna Rej Aggar-
vl in which she pointed out.
that the research outputof the
institutions like NIT Jaland-
har is not reaching to the
industry and therefore, the
researchoutputof institutions
is not being practised at these
industries. To strengthen ties
with industries, Prof Awasthi
‘announced an industry lizison
andtechnology transfer cell o
be established within couple
ofdays that will forge ties with
industry and will make avail-
abletheresearch outputtothe
industries. He told that almost
110 new faculty members had
beenrecruited inlastcoupleof
years and the research output.
for current year had exceeded
400 reputed journal research
publications, Furtherhe added
that the first job to this indus-

try liaison and technology
transfer cell will be to capture:
atleast 10 per cent of institute
research outputs (40 research
outputs) and transfer themto
the industry for the benefit of
‘masses. He lauded the efforts
of faculty in reaching target of

19 patents/designs and alsofor
filing 22 more patents.

As many as 170 researchers
and delegates from different.
caers of theworld including
Brazil, Japan, Russia, China,
‘Philippines, Malaysia, South
Korea, US and Canada con-
tributed  their  valuable
research findings and attend-
ed the conference and pre-
sented their expert lectures.

A very special part of the
conference was a meeting of
‘Asian Council of Ergonomics
and Design held for the first
time in India and a NIT
Jalandhar premises, followed

by annual general body meet-
ing of the Indian Society of
‘Ergonomics (ISE).

Prof Rosemary Seva, presi-
dent, of ACED from Philip-
pines, was the chief guest of
the inaugural ceremony. Prof
Jose Orlando Gomes dis-
cussed that emergency situa-
fions were characterised by
the unpredictzbility and
hence these situations
required procedures that were
flexible and aglle. Prof Eric
Ming Yang Wang from China
gave the “Safety First”mantra
1o tackle the hazards related
with  healtheare industry
workers as wellas patients.

Dr Durjati Majumdar dis-
cussed about the significance
of ergonomics practices in
defence equipmentand opera-
tions. He also gave useful
insights about the design of
patrolling vehicles and acces-

sories forthe soldiers especial-
ly in high altitude areas to
tacklewith hypothermia.

A number of papers
addressed the environmental
and social issues, such as; low
cost sustainable model for
paper waste management
through recycling authored
by Meenakshi and Dr L P
Singh, design and develop-
ment of equipment for con-
trolling the poisonous gasses
arising from welding opera-
tionsfortheroad side welders,
authored by Munish Devand
Prof Arvind Bhardwaj.

Recognising the relevance
and contributions of this edu-
cational expedition, Springer
offered scholarships foryoung
researchers to the tune of $200
for undergraduate, $150 for
post-graduate and $100 for
PhD presenters as vouchers
forebooks. —TNS
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