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Why are top MBA programmes
embracing the STEM designation
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One of the exciting develop-
ments in many top MBA pro-
grams inrecentyearsisthedes-
ignation of certain courses of
studyas “STEM" (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and Math)
accredited, which can have
important benefits for all stu-
dents, but may be of particular
interest to students withinterna-
tional backgrounds. This devel-
opment reflects the increasing
importance of quantitativeand
analyticalskills paired with the
general management and lead-
ership knowledge of a top MBA
program. In today’s world of
business and management, top
leaders have to know how to
manage teams that are using
data to drive decisions, facing
major technological disruptions,
and be informed consumers of
analytics. These STEM designa-
tions allow studentstobuild this
specialization within the power-
ful MBA education.

At the University of Virginia
Darden School of Business, MBA
students can now earn an MBA
with STEM designationby earn-
ing a Specialization in Manage-
ment Science, which builds on
therequired Darden core curric-
ulum by offering students the
opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of quantitative
andanalytical skillsand capabil-
ities.

All Darden students already
build this capability in the core
curriculum, where coursework
alreadyincludes understanding
working with large data sets,
conducting critical analytics to
solve business challenges and
managing the ethics of techno-
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logical change.

This management science
specialization is designed to
meettheneedsof business lead-
ers today who want to have a
deeper facility with key quanti-
tativeandanalytical focusareas.
By selecting from a range of
courses with this focus across
key disciplines, including
Accounting, Economics,
Finance, Marketing and Tech-
nology and Operations, students
cantaketheiranalyticalskillsto
a deeper level across many
domains. Building on their Dar-
dencore curriculum, forty elect-
ive courses currently taught at
the school satisfy the require-
ment. Why might a student be
interested ina Specialization in
Management Science as part of
an MBA? For all students, the
specialization will bea signal to
potential employers that stu-
dentsare conversantina variety
of skillsrelevant to all manner of

jobs of the future, but especially
technology and analytical posi-
tions. At Darden, we continue to
seestrong interest in technology
careers, with 15 percent of the
class of 2019 pursuing positions
inthe field. Ofcourse, advanced
digitaland analyticalliteracy is
also beneficial for jobs in thecon-
sulting and financial services
sector, whichcollectivelyattract
about 60 percent of new gradu-
ates.

Notably, this is not a new
MBA orredesign of the powerful
educationexperienceinthe Dar-
den MBA. Rather this reflects
the way that analyticsand quan-
titative decision-making has
become embedded across the
corecurriculum as the content of
our classroom keeps pace with
the changingneedsof business.
Throughout the Second Year,
students choose from a diverse
selection of more than 100 elect-
ives andmay pursuea variety of
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concentrations, including this
new specialization. Most willend
up building enough credits to
qualify for the STEM designa-
tion.

Thereisanadditional benefit
beyond the career options that
come from this skillset forinter-
national students interested in
working in the United States
after graduation: the new spe-
cialization is STEM designated,
meaning for international stu-
dents who wantauthorization to
work in the US., it may allow
them toqualifyfora STEMOPT
extension of an additional 24
months to obtain an employer
sponsored visa. This provides a
significant opportunity to
remain in the U.S. if students
desire that career path.

We think we've already seen
the program bear fruitfor inter-
national students in the first
year of offering the option, as
Darden’s international gradu-
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atesreported double-digitgains
inemploymentoutcomes in the
Class of 2019. Ninety-four per-
centof students without perma-
nent U.S. work authorization
both received and accepted a
full-time employment offer 90
daysafter graduating.

It's no secret that MBA pro-
grams in the United States are
eager to attract top global stu-
dents, and the specialization in
managementscience is onemore
reason we hope students will
takealook ata school like Dar-
den.

Somemay ask: Why are MBA
programs, especially highly
selective ones that often reject
many more students than they
admit, so eager todiversify their
applicant and student ranks?

For a School like Darden,
where international students
make up about one-third of the
full-time MBA program, wearea
global business school because
business is global. We teach by
the case method, meaning much
of the learningderives from the
perspective of your peers.

Learning from diverse peers
in conversations require active
listening, persuasionandnegoti-
ationwhile navigatinga variety
of viewpoints.

Learning to learn from and
work with others is one of the
key skills future leaders who
aspiretolead on theglobalstage
will need in order to thrive.

Those global interpersonal
skills, combined with profi-
ciency in quantitative and ana-
lyticalskills, can produceavalu-
able, in-demand globalleader.
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