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India may phase out the MPhil degree for direct PhD
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India may phase out M.Phil
degrees from academic institu-
tions and allow students to pur-
suea doctorate programme after
afour-year graduation course.

“The M.Phil programme shall
be discontinued,” says the final
draft ofthe new education policy
prepared by the human resource
development(HRD)ministry.

“Undertaking a Ph.D shall
require eitheramaster’sdegree
or afour-yearbachelor’sdegree
with research,” the draft says.
Mint has seen a copy of thefinal
draft, which will soon go to the
cabinet for approval.

This comes with M.Phil, an
advanced master’sdegree, grad-
ually losing popularity and the
government seeking to intro-
duce a research component in
graduation and restructure
some of the higher education
courses.

M.PHIL HAS SEEN

DECLINING ENROLMENT
INTHE LAST FEW YEARS,
INDICATING THAT IT MAY

P -

The finaldraft of the new pol-
icy, which seeks to replace the
one that has been in place for
almost 30 years, underlines that
the structure and length of
degreesincolleges and universi-
ties may be adjusted.

The undergraduate degree
will be of either three or four-
yearduration.

According to the final draft,
higher educationalinstitutions
‘may offer multiple exit options
within this period, with appro-
priate certifications. For exam-
ple, an advanced diploma in a
discipline or field, including in
vocational and professional
areas. could be given after com-

pletion oftwo yearsofstudy and
a diploma after completion of
one year.

“The four-year programme
will provide students the oppor-
tunity to experience the full
range of liberal arts education.
This will be called the bachelor
ofliberal arts (BLA) or bachelor
ofliberal education (BLE)in the
chosen major and minors. Both
programmes may lead to a
degree ‘with research’, ifthe stu-
dent completes a rigorous
research projectas specified by
the institution. The three-year
programme willlead toabache-
lor’s degree. Higher educational
institutions may choose to call
their three-year undergraduate
degree abachelor of arts, or sci-
ence, orvocational, or theappro-
priate professional field,” says
the final draft.

“There are two components so
far as M.Phil and Ph.D degrees
areconcerned. One, M.Phil will
most likelv go and. second. a

research component will be
introduced in the fourth year of
graduation andthat willmakea
student eligible to pursue
research.

WhilePh.D after graduation is
notallowed in universities, [ITs
have a provision to enrol stu-
dents in Ph.D after their four-
year bachelor in technology
(B.Tech)courses,” saida govern-
mentofficial whodid not wantto
benamed.

M.Phil has seen declining
enrolmentin the lastfew years,
indicating that it may be losing
popularity, said the official.
According to official data, in
2016-17, while 43,267 students
took admission in M.Phil
courses, thenumber declined to
34,109 in 2017-18. In 2018-19,
30,692 students including 19,069
femalestudentsenrolledforthe
M Philcoursesacross thecoun-
try. Among states, Tamil Nadu
had the highest M.Phil enrol-
ment(12.425). followed by Delhi

(5,086),and Maharashtra (2,172).
The two states and one Union
territory effectivelyaccountfor
two-thirds of the total enrol-
ment, according toofficial data.

India has been working ona
new national education policy
for the past five years. A final
report by the K. Kasturirangan
Committee onthenew education
policy was made public on 31
May. The HRD ministry and its
committees havehad morethan
115,000meetings and, since June,
havereceived more than 200,000
publicsuggestions. The ministry
has been working on the report
since June 2019 to prepare the
final policy draft, which will be
notified after being cleared by
the Union cabinet.

Thelndian education system
isone of the largestin the world
with nearly 300 million students
pursuingeducation at more than
1.4 million schools and over
49,000 colleges, as well as more
than 900 universities.




