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An American college education has become more
valuable — and more attainable - than ever

David J Ranz

Around two

lakh. students

from India are

currently pur-

3 suing higher

- education in

the United States, according

to the latest Open Doors report

on higher education. That is

double the number from just
six yearsago.

This dramatic increase
reflects a simple fact: the
quality of education at US
institutions is unparalleled.
Students have access to the
latest technologies and many of
the best minds in the world.

A US education teaches
you how to conduct in-depth
research, work laterally across
disciplines, adapt and work in
teams, think critically, analyse
problems, and communicate
clearly, succinetly and cross-
culturally. These skills are
essential to working in the
modern workforce,

And despite what you may
ave heard, pursuing higher
e ucation in the United States
reattainable than ever,
irst, youhavean incredible
g of choice. There
er 4,500 accredited

institutions of higherlearning
in the United States. They
offer a tremendous range of
academic options and learning
environments. Some larger
research universities focus on
specific fields of study, while
other institutions, such as
liberal arts universities, try to
exposestudentstoawiderange
of subjects.

Next is financing. With the
right amount of planning and
research, pursuing a US higher
education can bemade affordable
with high returns on your
investment. The cost of living
and studying varies across the
United States and each year
international students receive
significantamounts of financial
assistance for their studies.

Students should be able
to explain to the visa
officer why they are

studying in a particular
rogramme. They must

be able to demonstrate
that they are seriously
pursuing a specific
academic goal

Then there’s the question of
visas. The truth is the US visa
application process is straight-
forward and easy to manage. In
fact, the vastmajority of student
visaapplicants are approved.

When students come in for
an interview, they should be
able to explain to the visa
officer why they are studying
in a particular programme.
The students must be able to
demonstrate that they are
seriously pursuing a specific
academic goal, that they have
the finances to cover the costs
of the education, and that they
maintain ties back to their
home country.

Once on campus, you will be

welcomed with open arms.
Americans appreciate the vast
contributions of international
students at US campuses. US

campuses offer countless
opportunities to immerse
yourself in American culture
in classrooms, volunteer clubs
and sportsleagues.

You will also be made to feel
safe. Across the country, univer-
sities have put in place robust
security programmes to ensure
the best possible environments
for learning. Crime in the US is
ata50-year low.

There are work opportunities,
as well, after graduation.
Students are permitted to gain
practical training in their field

of study for one year in the
United States after graduation
and three years if the student’s
programme is designated +
as a STEM (Science Techno-
logy Engineering and Math)
programme.

Choosing a school is
difficult,and much thoughtand
hard work goes into applying to
US universities. If you are —or
your child is — interested in
studying in the United States, I
encourage you to connect with
EducationUSA - the only
official, US government-
sponsored advising  body
(educationusa.state.gov).

EducationUSA advising
centres provide accurate,
current and comprehensive
information on US higher edu-
cation online, at the consulate,
their centres, and across India
at local schools and colleges.
You can alsa download the
EducationUSA India mobile app
available on Android and iOS.

AdegreefromaUS collegeor
university is a great investment
in yourself and yourfuture, This
year, tens of thousands of new
students from India will embark
on theiracademicjourney inthe
United States. Join them!

The writer is Consul General at
the US Consulgte in Mumbai
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