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AIIMS may hike patient, student fees

 letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has
‘beguna processtoreview the fee
itcharges from patients as well
asstudents, a process that could
make treatments and studying
in one of India’s finest medical
institutions more expensive.

The move comes at a time
when students at another pre-
mier Indian university, Jawa-
harlal Nehru University (JNU),
havebeen on protestover adeci-
siontoincrease hostelfees.

Each day, around 13,000
patients visit the ATIMS out-pa-
tientclinicsand atleast 2,000are
admitted for treatment in the
networkof six hospitals.

“In pursuance of the direc-
tionsof the Government of India
(ministry of finance and minis-
tryofhealthand family welfare),
AIIMS Delhi is required to
reviewall feesand usercharges
in the institute,” said an office

memorandum from thefinancial
advisor. The memorandum,
accessed by HT, which was
issuedafterthe Central Institute
Body of six AIIMS, decided to
review the tuition fee of students
and make user charges for
patients uniform across all
AIIMS.

Ifapproved, patients willhave
to pay more than the current
OPD charges of 310, admission
charges of 325, and daily cost of
admissionof335. The fee for stu-
dentsmayalsoincrease fromthe
total tuition of 37,640 for the
5.5-year MBBS course.

A costing analysis showed it
takes 31.84 crore to train one
MBBS doctor at AIIMS, accord-
ing to a department of hospital
administration analysis.

There are 100 MBBS seats for
Indians and seven for foreign
nationalsat AIIMS Delhi, which
is ranked first among medical
institutes by the National Insti-
tutional Ranking Framework of
the human resource develop-

‘ment ministry.

“The matter had been dis-
cussed in previous meetings of
the institute body and it was
thoughtthatthe currentfeesare
lowand therewasaneedfor revi-
sion. Most of the students com-
ing to AIIMS would be able to
affordanominalincreaseinthe
fee,

The same goes for the user
charges, which haven’t been
revisedin years.Inbothcases, if
there is someone below the pov-
erty line, then appropriate
exemptions willbemade,” said a
senior official from the health
ministry on condition of ano-
nymity.

Experts weredividedover the
proposal. “The tuition fee at
AIIMSisnominal and increasing
it by a small amount will not
makemuch ofadifferencetothe
hospital, but it may keep some
meritorious students out. How-
ever, thereisaneedtoreviseit,”
said Dr Shakti Gupta, former
head, hospital administration,

AITIMS. Studentsindicated they
will oppose themove. “The gov-
ernment is making education
inaccessible to the poor people.
We were supporting students
from JNU when we cameto know
aboutthecircularaboutfeerevi
sion at AIIMS but we haven't
received any official confirma-
tion from the administration,”
said Mukul Kumar, president of
the ATIMS students union.

Though the memorandum
does not mention any terms or
conditions for theincreasein the
tuition fee, for the issue of user
charges, itstates that “whilefix-
ingtheratesof usercharges, the
ministries/departments must
ensure that the user charges
recover the current cost of pro-
viding services with reasonable
returnoncapital investment.”

Ifdepartments want the char-
geslowered, they havetojustify
it. The memorandum alsostates
user fees - the fee paid by
patients—berevised every three
years.




