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'WHILE THE STRONG CONDEMNATION HAS RECEIVED PLAUDITS, THE UNIVERSITY SAYS IT WiILL RESPECT THE PROFESSOR’S FREEDOM OF SPEECH

US university calls professor’s ‘racist’ views vile, but will not fire him

NICHOLAS BOGEL-
BURROUGHS
NOVEMBER 24

THE PROVOST did not mince her
wordsaboutthe opinionsof a pro-
fessor on her campus. His views
‘were racist, sexistand homopho-
bic, she wrote in a statement this
week Theywere “vileand stupid,”
she said, and “more consistent
with someone who lived in the
18th century than the 21st™

But the provost, Lauren Robel

of Indiana University
Bloomington, wasequally clearon
another point: The First
Amendment prohibited the uni-
versity from firing the professor,
Eric Rasmusen, for expressing
those views. “That is not a close
call,” wrote Robel, who also
teaches at the law school.

The unusually candid state-
ment quickly drew attention
from students, academics and
lawyers, many of whomn praised
the provost for publicly excori-
ating the professor’s opinions

while respecting one of the na-
tion’s basic freedoms.

Conflicts over academic free-
domand private speech havelong
been mainstays of college cam-
puses. There wasthe case of Steven
Salaita, the professorwhose job of-
fer was revoked by the University
oflllinoisin 2014 over his criticism
of Israel. And John McAdams, the
professorwhowasreinstated bya
Wisconsin court last year after
Marquette University suspended
him for criticizing a graduate stu-
denton his personal blog.
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Butthis case did notfollow the
usual outrage playbook.
Rasmusen, aneconomistwhohas
argued that gay men should not
be teachers, referred towomenas
“the weaker sex and said colleges
have lower standards for accept-
ing black students than white stu-
dents, had been posting his opin-
ions online for years. They were
only widely arculated this week
when they were flagged bya pop-
ular Twitter account.

With her statement, the
provost managed to forcefully

support both the angry objec-
tions to Rasmusen’s views and
his right to express them. She
said in an interview Friday that
while she may not want
Rasmusen on campus, itwasim-
portant to be frankwith students
about what the school could do.
“These are things he says on
his own time, in his own space,”
Robel said, adding that the deci-
sion had nothing to do with his
tenured status. “That, without
more, is not enough.™
Sheadded: “Somebodywith
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his views — should that person
be teaching students? If thatwas
the only question we had to an-
swer, the answer in my mind
would be pretty clear.”

Still, some students said

ers of hiding behind the First
Amendmentto protect the profes-

sor. Selena Drake, a senior, said
Rasmusen's public posts alone
were enough to make his class-
rooma hostile environment forfe-
male, gayand black students NYT




