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Teachings of Patanjali an
Panini may be part of NEP

INSPIRATION The government's final draft of the new education policy underlines that the
new policy has been guided by the rich heritage of ancient Indian philosophers and thinkers
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NEW DELHI: India may integrate
traditional knowledge and phi-
losophy propagated by scholars,
such as Patanjali, Panini, and
Bhaskaracharya, with liberal
arts education. Thefinaldraft of
the new education policy of the
human resource development
(HRD) ministry underlinesthat
the policy, which comes after a
gap ofalmost 30 years, has been
guided by the rich heritage of
ancientIndian knowledge.
“These rich legacies to world
heritage must not only be nur-
tured and preserved for poster-
ity,butalsoenhancedandputto
new uses through oureducation
system. For instance, they canbe
integrated into liberal arts edu-
cation to help develop the crea-
tivity and originality of students,
and to encourage them to inno-
vate,” says the draft education
policy, which will be sent to the
cabinet soon. Mint has seen a
copy of the final draft.
According to the final draft,

= [

theIndianeducationsystempro-
duced scholarssuchas Charaka,
Susruta, Aryabhata, Bhaskara-
charya, Madhava, Chanakya,
Patanjaliand Panini.

“They made seminal contri-
butions to world knowledge in
diversefields suchas mathemat-
ics, astronomy, metallurgy,
medical science and surgery,
civil engineering and architec-
ture, shipbuilding and naviga-
tion, yoga, fine arts, and chess.

= The Indian system is one of the largest in the world
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Indian religion and philosophy
hashadastrong influence onthe
world,” itadds.

“Therich heritage of ancient
Indian knowledge has been a
guiding light for this policy,”
says the draft, adding that the
aimofeducationinancientIndia
was not just acquisition of
knowledge as a preparation for
life in this world or for life
beyond schooling, but for com-
plete realisation and the libera-

tionofthe self.

India is working on bringing
inaneweducation policy forthe
pastfive years.

A finalreport by the K. Kas-
turirangan Committee on the
neweducation policy wasmade
publicon 31 May.

Theministry andits commit-
teeshavehad more than 115,000
meetings and, since June, has
received more than 200,000 pub-
licsuggestions.

The HRD ministry has been
working on the Kasturirangan
Committee report since June
2019 to prepare the final policy
draft, which willgoto the Union
cabinetforapproval. Thereafter
it will be notified.

TheIndianeducation system
isone of the largestin the world
‘withnearly 300 million students
pursuing education at over 1.4
million schools and over 49,000
colleges, besides 900-plus uni-
versities. India spendslessthan
3% ofits grossdomestic product
(GDP)on education, against the
decade-old demand for 6% of
GDP by academics and experts.




