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Education Dept puts cap
on media activities of staff

SANJEEVSINGH BARIANA
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 13
Announcing  strict  action
against department employ-
ces working in the media
(newspapers and electronic),
the Education Department
has underlined its ban on
employees working in the
editorial boards or manage-
‘ment teams of any periodical
publication, including news-
‘papers, not even on part time
basis. The communication
has also issued waming to
employeeswhowereengaged
in the activity of getting their
‘books orresearch papers pub-
lished in_journals without
approval of the department.

The action comes in the
wake of allegations of cer-
tain department employ-
ees working for publica-
tions without permission
and using the forum for
their “personal interest in
blackmailing people”.

‘The circular has quoted the
Punjab Employees Service

Action after allegations
ofemployeesworking
for publications without
permission surfaced

Conduct Rules, 1966 (Rule 8)
which says “Connection with
Press or radio: No goven-
‘ment employee, except with
the previous sanction of pre-
scribed authority own wholly
orin part, orconductor partic-
ipate in the editing or man-
agement of any newspaper
ar periodical publication or

the prescribed authority or
except in bona fide discharge
ofhisduties, participate in the
radio broadeast or contribute
anarticle orwrite a letter to a
newspaper or  periodical
either in his own name of any
other person”. The rule also
reads that “Provided that no

such sanction shall be
required if such contribu-
tion, broadeast or writing is
of purely literary, artistic o
scientific character”.

Devinder Punia, president
of the Democratic Teachers
Front, said “The Department
reaction isa very unfortunate
decision. Teachers are known
t0 voice their opinion on daily
developments in the world.
Infact teachers are known to
give the best editorial reac-
tions on daily developments
in explaining to a common
‘man the meaning of an indi-
dentor adecisionor anorder”

Aseniorteacherofa govern-
ment school, requesting
anonymity, said “The move
is a government attempt-
ing to muzzle all noise
against the wrongs in the
system, particularly educa-
tion. This is an absolutely
undemocratic decision. The
‘mater needs to be deliberat-
ed, in details, after engaging
different sections of the soci-
ety before any decision”
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