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Bathinda: Putting a question
mark on the continuance of
the agricultural courses, ma-
inly four-year BSc (agricultu-
re) offered by various private

= institutes, the Punjab State

Council for Agricultural Edu-
cation (PSCAE), which regu-
lates agriculture education,
has identified 33 institutes,
which have not submitted the
status report regarding ad-
mission, affiliation, curricula
and staff. These institutions
have been asked to submit the
status report within 15 days or
action would be taken and the-
ir recognition could be with-
drawn from January 1, 2020.

Under such circumstan-
ces, students getting agricul-
ture education would suffer.
There are nearly 6,000 seats in
112 colleges offering agricultu-
ral courses in Punjab, known
for contributinga big share of
foodgrains in the national
pool.

The Punjab State Council
for Agricultural Education

- Act-2017 notified on January 2,

2018, that all institutes offe-
ring agricultural courses wo-
uld have to seek approval of
council within two years of
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CRISIS IN CLASS
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33 institutes come under Pb
agri education council lens

» There are nearly 6,000
seats in 112 colleges offer- -
ing agricultural courses in
Punjab

> Till now 79 institutes
have sent status report,
which is b_eing looked into

» Of the 79, only 12 insti-
tutes so far have sent the
compliance report

»On July 8, the council had

~ cautioned students they

will be taking admission at
their own risk

the commencement of Act,
which would expire on the
first day of 2020. There are 112
institutes in Punjab offering
such courses and till now 79
have sent status report, which
is beinglooked into.

Of the 79, only 12 institutes
so far have sent the complian-
cereport. Asper provisions of
the Act, institutions running
agriculture-related . courses

weretosubmitstatusreportto
the council within 30 days and

compliance report within six

months. The council is empo-

wered to specify minimum
standards and guidelines for
impartingagricultural educa-

tion and training to be follo-

wed by various institutes and
to regulate agricultural edu-
cation through grant of recog-
nition to institutes, which me-

et norms to run the agricultu-
ral programmes, said an
official.

Earlier on July 8, the coun-
cil had issued public notice,
cautioning students desirous
of taking admission in vario-
us agricultural institutes at
theirownriskastheinstitutes
had not fulfilled the condi-
tionsregarding admission, af-
filiation, curricula and staff
set by the council. As per the
conditions laid down by coun-
cil, the colleges offering BSc
should have 50 acres to provi-
de practical knowledge of va-
rious crops to students apart

from proper faculty and
laboratories.

The representatives of pri-
vate aided, unaided colleges
under the banner of joint ac-
tion committee have deman-
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ded more time to comply with
the norms. JAC spokesperson
Anshu Kataria told TOI that,
“These institutes are already
affiliated with various univer-
sities and were opened after
fulfilling the norms, but now
they have been asked to get 50
acres and fulfil other condi-
tions. Wewill wait for the chief
minister to return from fore-
ign visit and will take up the
matter with him before taking
any further decision.”

Council’s member secreta-
ry Kahan Singh Pannu said,
“Many of the institutes im-
parting agricultural educa-
tion have not complied with
the conditions setup by the co-
uncil for quality education to
students.

The council wants stu-
dents to get best education un-
der better environs at the in-
stitutes which fulfil the crite-
ria as the council intend to
make colleges fulfil the requi-
rements as per Act. But if col-
leges did not fulfil criteria by
December 31, then these are
likely to de affiliated and pub-
lic notice has been issued to
make public aware about the
institutes not  fulfilling
criteria.”





