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NSO REPORT Findings also point out that
the cost of school education is rising at a
faster rate than that of higher education
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NEW DELHI: Engineering, infor-
mation technology and manage-
ment; the most sought after pro-
fessional courses seem tobelos-
ing their popularity among
studentsin India.

And the costofschooleduca-
tionisrisingatafaster ratethan
that of higher education -- a
clear indication that private
schools are tapping into the
growing desire of parents of all
economicclasses tomakeearly
investments in their children’s
education.

Theseare among the findings
of a report released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO).

The other findings: Pursuit of
timely and uninterrupted edu-
cationhasincreased in Indiain
thelast decade; therehas beena
fasterrise inenrolmentofboth
young men and women in edu-
cational institutions; and there
hasbeen a rise in the share of
students enrolled in govern-
ment institutions at all
educational levels in this
period.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO)released its report
“Key Indicators of Household
Social Consumption on Educa-
tion in India” last week. The
report is based ona survey con-
ducted between July 2017 and
June2018.

Similar surveys were also
conducted in 2014 and 2007-08.
Comparingthese statistics can
give usanidea about changes in
India’s education sector in the
lastone decade.

Thereport gives statisticson
Net Attendance Ratio (NAR).
NARis the percentage share of
person of official age-group
attendinganinstitution atapar-
ticular education level in the
total population of that age
group.

The age groups for various
educationlevelsare: 6-10years
for primary, 11-13 years for
upper-primary, 14-15 years for
secondary, 16-17 years for
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THENSO REPORT ALSO
GIVES A DETAILED
BREAK-UP OF THE
COURSES STUDENTS
OPTFORBOTHIN
GENERAL AND

IR —

higher secondary and 18-23
yearsfor posthighersecondary.
Unlike Gross Attendance Ratio
(GAR), which measures the
shareofall persons attendingan
educational institution at a
given educationlevel, NARisa
better metric ofcontinuous edu-
cation.

NAR for both men and
women in2017-18is the highest
since2007-08 accordingtoa com-
parison of the past three NAS
reportsoneducation.

The improvement is gender
neutral, and the biggest
increase has happened in the
post highersecondary category.
(See Chart1)

The National Statistical
Office(NSO)reportalsogivesa
detailedbreak-up of the courses
studentsopt for bothin general
and technical education.
Among those pursuing general
education, almost half opted for
humanities, nearly one third
opted for sciences and around
19% pursued commerce in
2017-18.

These sharesare moreor less
similar to the 2014 figures. Tech-
nical education choices have
changed significantly during
this period though.

The biggest drop is in the
preference for engineering and
Information Technology (IT)
courses.

Even management has
become a less preferred option
now.

Medicine and law have
become more popular than they
were four yearsago.

To be sure, engineering and
ITstillattract nearly halfofthe
students optingfor a technical/
professional courseinIndia.

A disappointing statistic in
the National Statistical Office
(NSO) report is that while the
share of menattending courses

India’s education landscape
is changing
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Average expenditure per student

The 2017-18 NSO report gives statistics on pre-primary education for the first time.
Pre-primary education is more expensive than primary and middle school education
in the country in terms of average expenditure per student. The main reason for this
is the dominance of private unaided institutions at this education level.

Figuresin? Pre-Primary I 8,997
current academicyear Pﬁmax I 602 8
Upper Primary/Middle | 6,866

Secondary [N 9,013

Higher Secondary | 13,845
Diploma/Certificate below graduate [N 12,045
Diploma/Certificate graduate and above | 14,823
Graduate | 14,264
Post Graduate and above | T 71T

from ITIs/recognised voca-
tional institutes has increased
by 3.9 percentage points
between 2014and 2017-18, that of
‘women has actually fallen mar-
ginally.

Given the low participation
rate of women in the labour
market, this does not bode well
for an increase in their partici-
pationin labour markets.

(See Chart2)




