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90 students, mostly Indians,
held from fake varsity in US

Immigration
Fraud: 161

. Students Were

- Held In March

: Washington: US federal law
enforcement agencies have ar-
rested90moreforeignstudents,
¢ mostly from India, taking the
— total number of students held
sofartoover250fromafakeuni-
versity setupby theauthorities
tocheck immigrationfraud.

The US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement ICE in
March, arrested 161 students
from the fake university estab-
lished by it inthe US stateof Mi-
chigan.

The latest news of arrest of
additional 90 students, first re-
ported on Tuesday by the Det-
roit Free Press|, has resulted in
outrage with #AbolishICE
hashtag gaining ground on
Twitter and other social media
platforms on Wednesday.

‘When the fictitious univer-
sityclosed in March, there were
600 students, mostly Indians,
enrolledinit.

The US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
has so far arrested more than
250 students, who were lured to
enrollinthenow-closed Univer-
sity of Farmington in the Det-
roit metropolitan area by the
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“These students simply dreamed of getting the high-quality highe

education America can offer. ICE deceived and entrapped them”

Department of Homeland Se-
curity.

According to an ICE spoke-
sperson, of the 250 students ar-
rested sofar “nearly 80 per cent
were granted voluntary depar-
ture and departed the United
States.” Of the remaining 20
percent, about half of them ha-
ve received a final order of re-
moval. Federal prosecutors cla-
im that the students knew that
this was a fake university as
there wereno classes.

Senator Elizabeth Warren,
aleadingDemocratic presiden-
tial candidate, described the
moveas “cruel”.

“This is cruel and appal-
ling,” she said in a tweet. “The-
se students simply dreamed of

getting the high-quality higher
education America can offer:
ICE deceived and entrapped
them, just to deport them,”
Warrensaid.

The ICE had filed criminal
charge sheet against eight re-
cruiters. Seven of them have
pleaded guilty.

The eight recruiters have
been indicted for conspiracy to
commit visa fraud and harbou-
ring aliens for profit by the US
Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trictof Michigan.

Students enrolled in the
university; a significant num-
ber of whom were from India,
cametothe USlegallyonavalid
visa issued by the US embassy
inIndia. pmi

UK hails 63%
hike in Indian
student visas

London: The UK government
on Thursday hailed as “remar-
kable” a 63 per cent hike in the
number of Indian students be-
ing granted visas to study at Bri-
tishuniversities over the pastye-
ar. The latest statistics mleased‘
by the UK's Office for National
Statistics (ONS) reveal that
30,550 Indian students receiveda
Tier4 Study Visafor the year en-
ding September 2019, up fromne-
arly18,730 the previous year.

“This is now the third conse-
cutive year in which the num-
bers have increased. It is impor-
tant to us, because these young
leaders of tomorrow will rein-
force the living bridge that con-
nectsIndiaand the UK, said Sir
Dominic Asquith, the UK High
Commissioner to India, who sa-
id the statistics confirm thatmo-
re Indians are choosing to study
at the UK's “world-class educa-
tional institutions”. “The positi-
ve growth in student visa statis-
tics, along with the great collabo-
ration between the Indian and
UK higher education sectors, en-
sures that education continues
to be key in the relationship bet-
ween our two countries,” said
Barbara Wickham, Director In-
dia, British Council. pmi





