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EU regulators still probing
Google’s data collection tactics
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BRUSSELS: EU antitrust regula-
tors are investigating Google’s
collection of data, the European
Commissiontold Reuters on Sat-
urday, suggesting the world's
most popular internet search
engine remains in its sights
despite record fines in recent
years.

Competition enforcers on
bothsides of the Atlantic are now
looking into how dominant tech
companies use and monetise
data. The EU executive said it
wasseekinginformationon how
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and why Alphabet unit Google is
collecting data, confirming a
Reutersstory on Friday.

“The Commissionhas sentout
questionnaires as part of a pre-
liminary investigationinto Goo-
gle’s practices relating to Goo-
gle’s collection and use of data.
Thepreliminaryinvestigationis

ongoing,” the EU regulator told
Reuters. A document seen by
Reuters shows the EU’s focus is
on data related to local search
services, online advertising,
online ad targeting services,
loginservices, webbrowsersand
others. European Competition
Commissioner Margrethe Ves-
tager has handed down fines
totalling more than 8 billion
euros to Google in the last two
yearsand ordered it to change ts
business practices.

Google hassaid itusesdata to
betteritsservicesand thatusers
canmanage, delete and transfer
theirdata anv time.




