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Second giant earthworm found in Karnataka village

76 cm-long-worm was found in Kollamogaru, near the temple town of Kukke Subrahmanya

RAVIPRASAD KAMILA
MANGALURU

Applied  zoologists have
found a second giant earth-
worm in Kollamogaru village
near the temple town of
Kukke Subrahmanya in Kar-
nataka, prompting them to
take up a more elaborate ex-
ploration of the area.

The earthworm found by

Nishant Katta, an applied -

zoologist settled in the vil-
lage, measured 76.2 cm in
length and 3 cm in diameter;,
K.S. Sreepada, Professor of
Applied Zoology at Manga-
lore University told The
Hindu.

On the surface

“The creature was moving
near a stream. It was not in-
side the soil when found,”

One more: The second giant earthworm found in
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Kollamogaru village near Kukke Subrahmanya.

Dr. Sreepada said.

The latest discovery is the
second reported finding of a
giant earthworm in the same
village of the Western Ghats
along the coastal belt of Kar-
nataka. The first sighting was
in January this year with the
worm measuring 93.9 cm in
length and 2 cm across. It

was found by workers in the
farm of Mr. Katta. The se-
cond worm was found with-
in a kilometre from where
the first one was sighted.

Both have now been pre-
served in the university for
further studies.

Vivek Hasyagar, a re-
search scholar in the Depart-

ment of Applied Zoology
working on earthworms,
said J.M. Julka had reported
the sighting of the largest
earthworm in India — Drawi-
da nilamburensis — belong-
ing to the Moniligastridae fa-
mily in 2008. That specimen
from the Nilgiris, measured
96.5cm in length.

Explorations planned
Dr. Sreepada said a 20 km ra-
dius in and around the vil-
lage will now be explored
from next week to locate any
more giant earthworms. In
addition, one of the pre-
served earthworms would be
dissected to study its internal
organs for confirmation of
the scientific name of the
species.

“External morphology of

the second earthworm is
clearly visible. Hence, it is
possible to identify the scien-
tific name. However, tostudy
the internal organs it will be
dissected,” '
said. Mr. Sreepada said land-
slides and friction in the
neighbouring Kodagu region :
during the present monsoon :
as well as last year might :
have led to the displacement :
of the worms and made :
them more visible. i

But more studies are :
needed in this regard, he ad-
ded. Earthworms become in-
active when there is no con-
ducive soil condition for :
them to feed. :

The giant earthworms be-
gin migrating at night during
the pre-monsoon and post-
monsoon periods, he said.
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