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UGC prohibits professional courses
in ODL mode to maintain quality
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nal courses such as eng-

ineering, medicine, ar-
chitecture and physiothe-
rapy, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) has
now prohibited courses in
open and distance learning
(ODL) mode in agriculture,
hotel management, culina-
1y studies and real estate.
Distance courses in these
disciplines will no longer

In addition to professio-

berecognised by the statu-
tory body. “As per the UGC
(Online Course) Regula-
tions 2019, only informa-
tion-based courses can be
offered in ODL mode. Cour-
ses in hotel management,
real estate and agriculture,
which require practical ex-
posure and hands-on trai-
ning, have been prohibited
indistance mode to produce
skilled professionals in the-
se fields,” says Bhushan
Patwardhan, vice chair-
man, UGC.

Professional courses re-
quire approvals from the co-

uncils concerned, without

which the courses stand un-
recognised by the statutory

body. “AICTE and ICAR are

the governing councils for
hotel management and ag-
riculture courses, respecti-
vely. Without their appro-
val, no course can be recog-
nised by the UGC in distan-
ce learning mode,” adds
Patwardhan.
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www.educationtimes.com





