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Universal access to quality
education is key to excel
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According to the 2011 Census,
India’sliteracy rate stands at 74
percent, significantly below the
global average of 86 percent.1 The
overall school enrolment in the
country has gone up to 97.2per-
cent, thanks to the Right to Edu-
cation Act, 2009.

But the quality of education
remainslow withjust51 percent
of students being able to read a
Gradellleveltextafterfive years
ofschooling.2 There is no doubt
that education is one of the key
indicators of adeveloped nation
anditis inextricably tied in with
socio economicprogress. But the
questionis—isit only the Govern-
ment’s responsibility to ensure
thatthenationhitsitseducation
objectives?Isthere anythingthat
we can do to address the chal-
lenge?Ibelievethereis. Payingit
forward isjust what the country
needstoachieve 100 percentliter-
acyanduniversalaccesstoqual-
ity education that is the need of
thehour.Overthelastfew years,
wehaveseenamarkedimprove-
ment in school enrolments, but
the sad truth is that very often,
lack of funds leads to families
pulling theirchildrenout. Andin
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such situations, the age-old
approach of Each OneTeach One
can go a long way in helping
ensure thatthe child'seducation
isnot stopped forever.

What exactly is Each One
Teach One and what does it
involve?The phraseoriginatedin
the United States of America
whenslavery was prevalent, and
enslaved persons weredenied the
right to a formal education. A
lack of education implied no
accesstoinformation andastate
of ignorance about matters
‘beyond theirimmediate environ-
ment which was tightly con-
trolled by their owners. Whenan
enslaved person did educate
themselves, it was considered

their duty toeducateanother. 3In
India, the phrase was first used by
Mahatma Gandhiand became 2
rallyingery foractive individual
participation in educating the
masses to drive awareness of
rightsandsocio-economicdevel-
opment. Education has theunde-
niable power to transform lives.
Accesstoquality education is
one of United Nations Sustaina-
bleDevelopment Goalsanda key
factor for India to achieve its
growthand developmenttargets.
The good news is that today,
increasingnumber ofpeopleare
looking to contribute to society
and payingit forward with educa-
tion is a great way for them to
make a difference It will not be
longbefore child in Indiais edu-
cated and assured of a secure
future. Only then can we callour-
selves a developed nation and a
superpower.
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