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EVALUATION REFORMS

UGC may permit
on-demand tests

Amandeep Shukla
= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE University studentsin
the coming years may get to
decidethetimeand place of when
they sit for examinations as
higher education sector regula-
tor UGC has given a go-ahead to
theconcept ofon-demand testing.

Initslatest guidelines oneval-
uation reforms which were
released by Union human resour-
cesdevelopment(HRD)minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank on
Thursday, the University Grants
Commission hasheld thatanew
national board shouldbecreated
to conduct examinations on
demand.

The guidelines say that ini-
tially the new board will conduct
exams for popular degree pro-
gramsacross theundergraduate
and postgraduate levels.

At the initial stage, the on-de-
mand examinations would be
introducedfor distance programs
towhich they arebest suited. Pop-
ularcourseslikeBAor BCometc
is the distance mode can be the
starting point, said a senior offi-
cial. “Itisnatural that the process
will takesome time to formalize
andthesettingup ofaboard from
suchexamsisakey step. Once the
boardissetup, the infrastructure
willbeinplace other procedural
details will be worked out,” the
official said. Till then the normal
exams will definitely continue, he
added. Thisexam would be open
to all with no age limit or mini-
‘mumrequirementsfor eligibility
which would mean that anyone

cantakethesetests, accordingto
the guidelines said.

“The idea is to reduce the
stress on the students as well as
the pressure on the varsities
whichhave to conduct exams for
thousands of students at one go.
Under thisnew system, students
will be able to decide when they
are best prepared and be able to
takethe test,” said another UGC
official, who asked not to be
named.

The official, however, added
that the new system would
require a lot of work before it
starts addressing the needs of
millionsofstudents countrywide.

Former UGC member Inder
Mohan Kapahy said: “In princi-
ple, the idea of Examination on
Demand is an excellent idea.
However the diversities in the
academic and evaluation struc-
turesinIndianhighereducation
systems makesitautopianidea at
the present time. It shall require
huge restructuringand harmoni-
sation within existing diverse
systems.”

Earlierthisyear,acommittee
headed by MM Salunkhe, a
former vice-chancellor of the
Central University of Rajasthan.
had suggested the examination-
on-demand system as a major
evaluationreform.

The committee had suggested
the introduction of encrypted
barcodes to curb malpractice in
examinations. The UGC, on
Thursday, also came out with
guidelines on inculcation of
'human values and professional
ethicsineducational institutions.




