 (
Times of India 25 Dec. 2019
)                                [image: TOI 25 Dec  3]
image1.jpeg
Review rules for
Institutions running
agri courses: Puca

Times NEws NETWORK

: Chandigarh: Punjab Unai-
: ded Colleges Association
: (PUCA) and Punjab Unaided
i Technical Institutions Asso-
i ciation (PUTIA) have urged
i the state government to revi-
i ewrulesforinstitutions run-
i ning agriculture courses in
: thestate.

: To regulate agriculture-
i related education in the sta-
: te, Punjab government has
i formed a council under the
i provisionsof the Punjab Sta-
i te Council for Agricultural
i Education Act.

; The council has been ent-
i rusted with the responsibili-
: ty of specifying minimum
i standards and guidelines to
i impart agriculture educa-
i tion and training by colleges
i and universities in the state
i of Punjab.

All the institutions run-
: ning agriculture-related
i programmes were asked to
i submita status report regar-
i ding affiliation, admission,
i curricula and staff to the co-
: uncil. Baring a few, a majori-
i ty of the institutions offe-
i ring education in the disci-
i pline of agricultural scien-
i ces have not submitted the
: statusreport, despite notice,
i which might disallow them

from affiliation with the co-
uncil with effect from Janua-
ry1,2020.

PUCA president Anshu
Kataria said around 100 col-
leges in the state had been
runningagriculture courses
for the past several years as
per the norms laid down by
Punjabi University, Patiala;
IKG-PTU, Jalandhar; MRS-
PTU, Bathinda; and GNDU,
Amritsar.

REGULATING
EDU NORMS

“So new norms should
not be applicable to the exis-
ting colleges. The new body
amended the land norms to
run BSc (agriculture) course
from 5 acres to 50 acres. Does
acollege need to buy 45 acres
morelandtorunacourseina
land-locked state like Pun-
jab,” Katariasaid.

PUTIA senior vice-presi-
dent Manjit Singh said to
open a private university in
Punjab with limitless seats,
the government has reduced
theland requirement from 35
acres to 25 acres while for de-
fined 60 seats in agriculture
course, the land require-
ment has been increased
from 5acresto50acres.





