
 (
The Economics Times 30 Dec. 2019
)[image: Economics Times 30 dec]



image1.jpeg
Illdla Lalld a Cl'aﬂ Safely Oll MOOH‘) ISRO should manage peacefully

In 1979, SLV-3, India’s first rocket
plunged into the sea on its maid-
enlaunch. The rocket was an at-
tempt to free the country from
riding piggyback its satellites on
European or US rocket missions.
The next year, the SLV-3 hurled a
40-kg Rohini satellite into space to
create history.
Since then, the Indian Space
Research Organisation (Isro) has
learnt from its failures each time
there is a setback with a success-
ful follow-on mission. Forty years
on, India’s next generation rocket
is the preferred vehicle for
launching small satellites for

countries across the world.

Isro scientists lost communica-
tion in September with the
Vikram lander of the
Chandrayaan-2 mission some 400

m above the lunar
surface. So what’s
ISRO will next?
ensurethat Isrohasalready
the brake planned tosend a
thrust— lander and arover

whichcaused to the Moon in 2020.
theVvikram The Chandrayaan-3
lander to mission will not
crashinSept havean orbiter.
—isdesigned Scientistsatthe
effectively  Isrounits will con-

duct a simulation of the entire lu-
nar landing sequence of the
spacecraft. They will also make
sure that the brake thrust -- the
weak link that caused the Vikram
lander to crash earlier this year --
is designed effectively.
Itisaprocess thatIndia’s space
agency has established: identify
the cause of afailure, learn, test
and demonstrate it again success-
fully.

Landing a spacecraft on the moon
will just be another big step for
Isro, as it embarks on using the
Earth’s satellite as a future base
for inter-planetary explorations.
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Chandrayaan 2crash
cause — brake thrust —
will be finetuned

Chandrayaan 3 will
have lander, rover, but
no orbiter





